[Cardiotocographic monitoring of deliveries. A prospective comparative study of 2 types of electrodes].
The number of electrodes employed, the frequency of reapplication, the technical quality of monitoring and the complications of use of spiral electrodes and Copeland electrodes for cardiotocographic monitoring of deliveries are assessed in a prospective randomized investigation. The number of electrodes employed and the frequency of reapplications were significantly lower employing Copeland electrodes. Similarly, the electrode signal was significantly better as assessed by the percentage of the duration of monitoring in which the cardiotocogram did not register during the second stage of labour on account of poor electrode signals. No differences were found in the frequencies of complications or subjective discomfort in the mother on employing the two types of electrodes.